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JE R. VIII. 15. 


We looked for Peace, | but no Good came: 
for a Time of Health, and behold 
Trouble. - 


HIS Prophet was ſent to foretel the Capti- 

vity of the Fews, to carry a melancholy 

Meſſage to an obſtinate People, that would 
not credit the Word of the Lord, and cruel- 

ly treated this mourning Prophet for only diſcharging 
his Work and Errand faithfully. As in other Places, 
ſo in this Chapter he ſhews the approaching general 
Calamity of that Nation, and accounts for ſome of the 
procuring Cauſes thereof, viz. their Idolatry or ſer- 
ving ſtrange Gods, the Sun and Moon, and all the 
Hoſt of Heaven; their departing from the true Religion 
by a perpetual WP their holding Deceit __ 
2 . relu- 
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refuſing to return; the not ſpeaking aright, and no Man 
repenting him of his Wickedneſs, ſaying, What have 
I done? Every one turning to his Courſe, as the Horſe 
ruſheth into the Bartel ; their being more ſtupid and 
inconfiderate than the Stork, the Turtle, the Crane 
and the Swallow, that know and obſerve the Time of 
their Coming, but the Jews knew not the Judgment of 
the Lord; their ſaying, We are Wiſe, and the Law of 
the Lord is with us ; 'every one from the leaſt to the 
greateſt being given to Covetouſneſs; from the Pro- 
phet even unto the Prieſt every one dealing falſly. 
And in Ver. 11. the Lord particularly blames the Pro- 
phets and Prieſts, For they have healed «the Hurt. of the 
Daughter of my People ſlightly, ſaying, PEACE, PEACE, 
when there is no PEACE: And becauſe they were not 
at all aſham'd of their Abominations, their Fall and 
Ruin is threaten'd with that of the whole Land, 
„ | | | 

But, Ver. 14. the Prophet brings in the Body of the 
People ſpeaking as in the Day of their Straits, Why do 
2ye fit ſtill? Aſſemble your ſelves, and let us enter into the 
defenced Cities, and let us be ſilent there : for the Lord our 
God hath put us to ſilence, and given us Water of Gall 0 


drink, becauſe we have ſinned againſt the Lord, And in 


the Text he ſuppoſes that Nation viewing the Ap- 
proach of the Babyloniſh Army, the ſnorting of their Horſes 
being heard from Dan, Ver. 16. and ſo brings them in 
ſaying what they too ſurely ſaid at laſt, when their 
City and Temple were deſtroy'd, and they became 


Slaves to their Uncircumeiſed and their inveterate Ene- 


mies, We looked for Peace, but no Gocd came; for a Time of 
Health, and behold Trouble! As if they had ſaid, We 
«© ſee now too late that good Feremiab ſpoke the Word 
* of the Lord, and that the others were falſe Prophets, 


© and healed our Hurt ſlightly, ſaying, PEACE, 


PEACE, when there is no PEACE; by their 


- * fair Perſuaſions we have long expected the Peace 


and Safety of our Nation; we looked with earneſt 
, a „ Sa_ 
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& Longing for a Time of retrieving the Nation's 
cc Health, and of curing our political Diſtempers and 
* Diſorders. . But alas! we find our ſelves deluded at 
te laſt ; for tho* we looked for Peace, yet no Good 
tc came; and for a Time of Health, yet behold 
© Trouble! All our former Hopes are fruſtrated : 
ce for the ſnorting of the Chaldean Horſes was heard from 
« Dan, the whole Land trembled at the Sound of the neigh. 
& ing of bis ſtrong ones; for they are come, and have devou- 
« red the Land, and all that is in it, the City, and thoſe 
cc that 4well therein, Ver. 16, | 


And thus from the Text and Context we may 
Obſerve, That God may and will fruſtrate a Na- 

tion's Hopes of Peace and Health, when theic 

Sins are multiply d, and not repented of. | 


In handling which, with God's help, I ſhall en- 
deavour ERP 


I. To Confirm it : And, | 
II. To Improve it for the Occaſion of the Day. 


I. I ſhallendeayour to Confirm it, | 
This is the obvious Truth of the Text, and will fur- 
ther appear by a due Conſideration of the Nature of 


God, and a Review of the Method of his Providence 


with obſtinate Nations. 


I. By a due Conſideration of the Nature of God. 
There are too many, that either think God is -an idle 


Spectator of the Affairs of the World, and will allow 
him no further Superintendency over it than a Clock- 


maker or an Architect; or that ſuppoſe him to be onl 

Goodneſs and Mercy, without ever conſidering his 
Holineſs and Juſtice. But both miſerably miſtake our 
God, who has declared in his Word, that his Eyes are 


in every Place bgholding the Evil and the Good, in | 


» 
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order to rule and over-rule all things, and prepare for 


the Solemnity of a General Judgment: And nothing 
is more plainly revealed in Scripture than God's V1y- 
DICTIVE JusTiCs; for he has told us himſelf, Ven- 
Leance is mine, ſaith the Lord, and I will repay it. Nay 


when he proclaims himſelf to Moſes to be Merciful an 


Gracious, Long- ſuffering, and abundant in Goodneſs and 


Truth; he adds, and that will by no means clear the Guilty, 


viſiting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children, 
Exod. 34. 6, 7. | 

And as this Truth has been alſo diſcovered by thoſe 
that never had the Help of Divine Revelation, ſo tis 
obvious to any unbiaſs'd Perſon that conſiders the Na- 
ture of the Infinite Being abſolutely Perfect, who has 
all real Perfection in his Eſſence, and muſt then be 
Holy as well as Good, and Juſt as well as Merciful. 
Hence it follows that our Juſt and Jealous God may 
and will juſtly fruſtrate an unrepenting Nation's Hopes 
of Peace and Health in his own due Time, and vindigate 


his Honour in their inevitable Ruin. 
It muſt be ſo. - 


But, 2. I ſhall prove that it has been fo, by taking 
a ſhort Review of the Method of his Providence, with 
the Nations whoſe Sins have been multiply'd, and not 
repented of. The Scripture gives us the Hiſtory of - 
Divine Providence for about Four Thouſand Years, 
and ſhews us, | 

How God deſtroy'd the old World by a Deluge, 
even when they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in Marriage ; and ſo were looking for 
Peace, but no Good came: becauſe God ſaw that the 
Wickedneſs of Man was great in the Earth. | 

The Nations of the Valley of Sodom were looking 
for Peace the ſame Day that God rained Fire from 
Heaven to deſtroy them and their Hopes, becauſe their 
Sin was very grievous, and the Cry thereof came be- 


fore God. Sa 
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So the Egyptians, with their GuANDU Monarch, . 
felt the Weight of God's vindictive Hand by many 
Plagues, and a final Overthrow, even when they 
thought themſelves ſecure, and expected a compleat 
Victory over God's Iſrael. . zl 

And the Kings and Nations of Canaan, when the. 
Cup of their Iniquity was full, taſted God's Cup of 
Trembling and Wrath in che height of cheir Glory and 
Hope. And ſo the other Nations, whoſe Deſtruction 
we read of in Sacred Story, did all look for Peace, bur 
no Good came : For as ſuch Nations forſook the Lord, 
13 them, and gave them up to their own De- 

uſions. ; | 

Thus the Ten Tribes, after they deſpiſed all Reproof, 
and ſlighted God's Meflengers, and choughe themſelves 
in a very fafe State, and had a good Proipe& of future 
omg were carry'd away Captive, and never heard of 
ince. | 

So the Tribes of Fudeh and Benjamin here in the 
Text looked in vain for Peace, and for a Time of 
Health, until Evil and Trouble ſeized them from 
the Lord, becauſe they hearken'd not to the Voice of 
his Prophets, and repented not of their Wickednels. 

I might alſo inftance in the Diſappointments and 
Ruin of the Chaldean, the Grecian, and Roman Em- 
pires, of all Nations, of all Churches, of all Politi- 
cal Societies of which we have certain and diſtinct 
Accounts; whereby it would appear, that when Peo- 
ple have been poſting to Ruin, they have been delu- 
ded with the vain Hopes of Peace and Health, and that 
their multiply'd ynrepented of Sins have provok'd a 
Juſt God to give them a lamentable Balk. | 

And as this has been the Method of Divine Provi- 
dence with guilty Nations hicherto, ſo we have no 
ground of ſuppoſing God will change his Procedurę 
with an obſtinate Generation: Nay, we find our Lord 
'Zeſus Chriſt foretells the miſerable Diſappointment of 
the whole ſinful World at his coming to the general 
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Judgment, Matth. 24. 38, 39. For as in the Days that 
Were before the Flood they were eating and drinking, marry- 
ing and giving in Marriage, until the Day that Noah en- 
rred into the Ark, and knew not until the Flood came and 


took them all away; ſo ſhall alſa the Coming of the Son of, 


Man be : 


For our Lord is ſtill the ſame, 
And who can turn him? 


II. I ſhall improve this Truth for the Occaſion of 


the Day. 


My Brethren, we of this Nation are this Day called 
by Authority to aſſemble our ſelves before God for 
Prayer and Faſting, for deprecating the Divine Ven- 
geance, and imploring the Divine Bleſſing. We are 


looking for Peace after a long and expenſive War; and 


for a Time of Healrh, after we have long groaned un- 


der many political Diſorders. The Health and Peace 


of the Nation is what all ſorts of Men ſeem to deſire z 
and none can refuſe to wiſh for ſuch Bleſſings, that 
conſider the Nation's preſent Circumſtances : So that 
however different Mens Views thereof may be, and 
whatever different Meaſures may be choſen by the 
feveral Parties among us for bringing about choſoude- 
firable Ends ; yet ſtill we are all agreed in the Thing 
it ſelf, we are all looking for Peace and for a Time 
of Health. Therefore I ſhall improve this Truth 
for a ſerious Enquiry, Whether we may juſtly look 


for Peace, and for a Time of Health; or whether God 


may nor juſtly fruſtrate our Hopes thereof, becauſe 
of out multiply'd Provocations not repented of? 
Iis true, God has try'd us with many Bleſlings 3 
He has. gone forth with our Armies, and made our 
late General, the Duxz of MaxiBokouGn, ſignally 
ſucceſsful, having won all the Battles he fought, and 
taken all the Cities he beſieged : ſo that we are come 
intq 
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into the Frontiers of the Common Enemy of E 
and made kim and his People glad at the Proſpect 
Peace. | 
We are alſo bleſsd with a Good PROrESTANT 
Quzzn, whom God long preſerve; with a ha 
Conſtitution, and the Legal Settlement of the Prote- 
ſtant Succeſſion to the Crown in the Line and Houſe of HA 
NoveR; and with many other invaluable Bleſſings, 
for which we ought jointly to thank God. But yet 
if we take a View of our multiply'd Provocations not 
repented of, we ſhall find but little ſolid Ground to 
look for Peace and a Time of Health, and may rather 
fear a ſad tho? juſt Diſappointment. hs 
For, in the firſt place, have we not abuſed our for- 
mer and preſent Mercies, and proved moſt ungrateful to 
our Gracious God for delivering us ſo often from the 
| Jaws of Popery and Slavery? We forget our Almighty 
Saviour, and too many reproach Thoſe, whom God 
has raiſed up as the Inſtruments of our former Health 
and Peace: for how is the Glorious Memory of the 
Late KING WII IIA traduc'd by thoſe unthankful 
Murmurers, that long to Return again to the Houſe of 
Bondage, and the Fleſh-pots of Egypt, and only want 
a Captain to lead them thither? How few, how v 
few, among us have behaved our ſelves as became 3 
People ſaved by the Lord? 
For does not Vice and Immorality abound up and 
down the Land as much as ever? The many avow'd 
Debaucheries of ſome former Reigns are not yet cur'd. 
And though our Virtuous Quzen has declar'd from the 
\ Throne againſt Immorality, and enjoin'd her Mini- 
ſters to execute the Laws againſt it; yet alas! Iniqui- 
ty of all ſorts prevails, and is openly practis d by Men 
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s 3 of all Ranks, by thoſe that are High and Low, Rich 
ur and Poor, Noble and Baſe, Young and Old, Male 
ly and Female, Prieſts and People, Profeſſors and Pro- 
nd fligates. This can be well vouched by the Societies for 
me Reformation of Manners, and is too notorious to be hid 
ata | from 
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from any common Obſerver. Who can walk the 
Streets of Lonpox and WrsrTMinsTER, or of moſt 
Towns, without hearing Oaths and Curſes, ſome old 
and ſome new coin'd, Blaſphemies, Railings, Back- 
bitings, evil Surmiſings, and obſcene Talk? And eve 

one may obſerve an avow'd Practice of Drunkenneſs, 
Adulteries, Whoredoms, and other fuch Abomina- 
tions, that are the Reproach of human Nature; as well 
as of our common Chriſtianity. Beſides all this, the 
Covetouſneſs and Defrauding of many, the Bribery, 
the Lying and Falſehood, the Oppreſſion of the Poor 
and Needy, the Fatherleſs, Widow, and Stranger, 


and the numberleſs Sins done in ſecret, that ought not 


to be once nam'd amongſt us, are more than enough 


to draw down inexorable Vengeance upon us; except 
we repent. So that inſtead of looking for Peace and 


Health, we may too juſtly fear God may ſay of us as 
of the Jews, Jer. 9. 9. Shall I not viſit tbem for theſe 
things, ſaith the Lord? ſhall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch 
4 Nation at this? n 


But farther, let us without Prejudice conſider the 


viſible Neglect of Church-Diſcipline among all ſorts of 


Proteſtants. Thoſe that ſhould overſee God's Vine- 
yard, are too apt to frame Excuſes for the Neglect of 
this Important Duty: Some are afraid of provoking 


the Heads of Pariſhes and Congregations. Some com- 
plain of the Want of due Authority, when yet They 
pſe not their preſent undiſputed Authority as. They 

ought : Some cry down all Diſcipline as Prieſferaft, and 


others are afraid of their own Shadow, But tho' there 


was no Precept in God's Word for Diſcipline, (as porting 
is more expreſly enjoin'd) yet the great Uſefulneſs of 
it, when wiſely adminiſtred, and the diſmal Effects of 


its Neglect, are enough to enforce the due Practice of 


it on all that love the Kingdom of our Lord Feſas Chriſt: 
and tis apparent that the Neglect of Diſcipline is * 


0 
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of the original Cauſes of the Decay of Chriſtian L : 
and rin Lives both of Miniſters and People: 
and of many other fad things. . 

And what ſhall we ſay of the late Contagion of 
Scepticiſm and Deiſm, that has influenc d many to des 
ſpiſe a Goſpel-Miniſtry and Ordinances, and laugh at 
Divine Revelation as neither True in Fact, nor Ne- 
ceſſary to 2 benighted World? How openly do che 
Old and Young Scepticks of our Day burleſque the 
Holy Scripture, and cry down its Authority? Beſides, 
the groſs Novelties of Enthuſaſm, and che Hereſics 
of the Arrians, the Pelagiant, and Saciniaus of late are 
aſſerted to be the Truths of God by many, of whom 
better Things might have been expected. 

But have not even ſome that are called good Prote- 


ſftams made too great Advances toward Rome, by wri- 


ting and preaching up the Popiſh Doctrine of Auxicu- 
LAR Conression, the AUTHORITATIVE ApSOLU- 
TION or PRIESTS, the accounting the conſecrated Elements 
of Bread and Wing in the Lord's Supper a Real Sacrifice, 
the Denying the Pope to be the Great Antichriſt, and Decla» 
ring againſt the Adminiſtrations of any Proteſtant Miniſter 
as void and null, who is not ſuppoſed to belong to their pre- 
tended, though frivolous, do Succeſſion, however much 
be s with Primitive Doctrine, Purity and Order; and 
ſome other ſuch like Popiſb Errors, that all the Refor- 
med Churches have jointly and folemnly renounced, 
(as appears by their Articles, with their other Eccleſi- 
aſtical Documents) which neither we nor our Fathers 

were ever able to bear. | | 
Likewiſe what a ſtrange Evil Spirit is gone out of 
late? Has not the Devil ſown the Tares of Malice and 
Strife through the Land, and has he not ſucceeded in 
his Attempts? For how many Old Friendſhips are broken? 
How many Families torn to pieces by the Prick of 
Crafty Men, and the Folly of an unthinking Multitude? 
Are not moſt Men now jealous of one another, a 
- Oe 


' 


thoſe of the ſame Denomination, to the great Hin- 
drance of the Safety and Freedom of Society? Every 


all Political Affairs; and our Language is like to be 


Stroke was inevitable, yet ſurely it ill became Friends 


an Adherence; as it does not become their Votaries 
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Man is ready to look on his Neighbour as on a Spy, e- 
ſpecially if he expreſs not himſelf at the ſame Rate in 


confounded as that of the Builders of Babel. 

Nay, we may ſee ſuch an amazing Jumble of Men 
lately accounted Ant ipodes to one another; like the u- 
niting of the Phariſees and Sadducees of old againſt 
Chril and the Goſpel ; the one ſort regarding the un- 
written Traditions of their Fathers, more than the 
weighty Points of the Law; and the others believing 
no Reſurrection, neither Angel nor Spirit: ſo that 
few can give a plauſible Gueſs of either our preſent 
State or future Proſpect. " 

To which may be added, the horrible Ingratitude 
of ſome Great Men to Thoſe that ſtrictly adhered to 
Them. Have we not ſeen an honeſt People's Cauſe 
and Intereſt ſuddenly given up by their late pretended 
Friends and Defenders, only for the Sake of an wncouth 
Conjunction, and for obtaining ſome politick Deſigns, 
that may perhaps prove abortive. The doing Evil that 
Good may come of it, is no Chriſtian Doctrine, but 
hatch'd in Hell, and ſent forth from the Schools of the 
Feſuits. But to make an harmleſs People a common Prey 
and Scorn to their Enemies, without juſt Ground of 
Offence, is ſurely as Evil a Thing now as ever it was 
before, when ſolemn Proteſtations and Declarations 
were made againſt it, and the Stroke ſeaſonably pre- 
vented by thoſe that have at laſt laid it on, or would 
not endeavour to ward it off, If it be ſaid, that the 


and Defenders to concert it, after ſo long and faithful 


to inſult and traduce them after the Injury is done. +I 
pray God They may all 1 and enable them to 


make a proper Azonement, it poſſible; and that — 
83 hone 


honeſt Sufferers may learn to depend on the Living and 


Unchangeable God, and not on any Man or Party of 
Men for the future. 


Now beſides all Theſe, we have the old Grievance of 


England, tbe GxowTtHn or Porzxx, ſtill clamant ; 
though it never prevail'd ſo quietly as of late. Thoſe 
that croſs Sea and Land to make one Proſelyte, were 
wont to brag of their Succeſs; but now the Trafficking 
Prieſts and Jeſuits may be found ſculking up and down 
in all Shapes and Diſguiſes. But that They have migh- 
tily ſucceeded, appears by the vaſt Swarms of Engliſh 
Papiſts at the Chapels of Foreign Miniſters of State, 
and the many private Altars They have erected in and 
about London, beſides their Conqueſts in the Country, 
and the other Cities of ' the Nation. Theſe are by 
Principle for a foreign Civil Head, the St. Germain's 
Pretender; and a foreign Eccleſiaſtical Head, the Pope 
and if number'd with the other Enemies of the Prote- 


ſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of HA NO RR, will be found 


a vaſt and dreadful Legion. 


Theſe Things, without naming more, are ſo abo- 


minable in the Sight of God; and we not having 
duly repented of them, are ſo obnoxious to the 
Diſpleaſure of Heaven, that I may warrantably con- 
clude we have no better Reaſon to hope for the Peace 
and Health of our Nation, than the Jews had of old, 
their Sins and ours being parallel. | 

God may juſtly fruſtrate all our Hopes, and turn us 
again into the Wilderneſs, to encounter many and ya- 
rious Conflicts, as he did to the Iſraelites, when on the 
Borders of Canaan, and ready to go in and poſſeſs it. 
We may look long for Peace, but no Good may come ; 
for a Time of Health, and behold Trouble. Or if it 
pleaſe God to ſend us Peace abroad, he may juſtly bring 
the Sword upon us at home ; and as he has handed a- 
bout 4 Cup of Trembling round the other Nations of Eu- 


rope, he may juſtly cauſe us to drink up the Dregs | 
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thereof, Or he may leave us to conclude as baſty and 
unſettled Peace, that may be productive of political Ill. 
neſs at home, and a more waſting War abroad. In 
ſhort, ſhould he enter into Judgment with us, we muſt 
own the Juſtice of his Procedure, whatever it be, for 
we have grievouſly ſinned againſt him. 

Therefore I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe, directing 
you to the moſt proper Ways and Means of appea- 
ſing God's Anger, and exciting you to the Practice 
thereof; that ſo we may warrantably hope for the 
Peace and Health of our diſtemper'd Country. 

x. Let us make an Eſſay of a perſonal Reformation. I 
am not preaching before Queen and Parliament, or the 
Great ones of the Earth (tho? this is a ſeaſonable Advice 
to ſuch) but before you that have not the Opportuni . 
ty and Authority of making a publick Reformation, there- 
fore let us enquire into the Evil and Folly of our own 
Hearts and Lives; and upon the Diſcovery, let us re- 
turn to God by an unfeign'd Repentance and Amend- 
ment, and by renew'd Acts of Faith on our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. If every one did this, a National Reformation 
would neceſſarily enſue. | 

2. Let us bewail the Sin and Guilt of the Land before 
God, and ſtand in the Gap, and make up the Breach, 
all we can. This is the Duty, and has been the laudable 
Practice of God's People in all Ages; by which they 
have ſtopt the Current of National Judgments, and a. 
verted an imminent Blow ; or at leaſt, they have been 
thereby proteRed from falling in a general Calamity 
and Overthrow : Thus Ezek. 9.4. Aud the Lord (aid 
wnto him, Go through the midſt of the City, thro' the mdf 
of Fernſalem, and ſet a Mark upon the Forebeads of the Men 
that ſigh, and that cry for all the Abominations that be done 
in the midſt thereof, Viz. that when others were cut off the 
might be ſpared, | 

3. Let us draw near the Throne of Grace, and pray 
to God with all Earneſtneſs, and without ceaſing in 
the Name of our bleſſed Mediator, #5e Prince of "ON 
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and 2 of Salvation, that God would grant the 
Spirit of Grace, and Supplication to all Ranks and 
Degrees of Perſons, and reform our Nobility and Gentry, 
that they may Influence others by their Authority 
and good Example; that he may pardon our multi- 
plied Provocations, and purge us from all Iniquity and 
Error; that he may rebuke the Spirit of Malice and 
Strife, gone out amongſt us, and make all good 
Chriſtians love one another, as the Members of the 
ſame myſtical Body of Chriſt, however they ma 
freely differ in other things; that he may bleſs a aeg. 
ſed Goſpel with glorious Succeſs on Men's Hearts, and 
open their Eyes to ſee their true Intereſt, and aſſiſt 
them in purſuing it ; and .make all Sorts amongſt us 
more like our Lord Jefus, in all his imitable Perfe- 
tions ; that he would rule in the Heart of our Quzzn, 
ind make her Reign long and profperous, and teach 
our Senators Wiſdom, and direct them in all their Con- 
ſultations and Acts of Government, and to hate the eſta- 
bliſhing of Iniquity by a Law ; that he may ſertle Peace 
a Tygth on ſure and laſting Foundations, and grant 
ſuch a publick Peace, when he pleaſes, as may be ho. 
nourable, ſafe and laſting to us and to all the Reformed 
Churches, that he may diſappoint the vain Hopes of our 
common Adverſaries, by r the Proteſtant re 
formed Religion amongſt us, and fecuring further the 
Proteſtant Succeffion to the Crown in the Line and 
Houſe of Hanover ; that ſo we may be a People 
laved by the Lord, and may never be reduc'd to ſay 
with the Jews in the Text, We looken for Peace, but no 
good came : and for a Time of Health, and behold Trouble, 


The Lord bleſs what has been ſpoken ; and to the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and one eter- 


nal God, be aſ:ribed the Kingdom. P d Praiſe 
for ever and ever. Ames.” 1 * 
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